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Samuel Johnson, the towering figure of 18th-century English literature, was
not only a renowned essayist, biographer, and lexicographer but also a
gifted poet. While his prose works have garnered widespread acclaim, his
poetry, equally rich in depth and insight, deserves no less recognition. This
article delves into the poetic legacy of Samuel Johnson, exploring the life
and times that shaped his poetic voice, the themes that permeated his
work, and the enduring impact of his literary contributions.

Early Life and Influences
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Samuel Johnson, 1756, by Joshua Reynolds

Samuel Johnson was born on September 18, 1709, in Lichfield,
Staffordshire, England. Growing up in a family of modest means, Johnson
received a classical education at Pembroke College, Oxford. His early
influences included the works of the Roman poets, particularly Horace and
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Juvenal, whose satirical wit and moralizing tone left a lasting impression on
his own poetic style.

The London Years and Literary Success

After leaving Oxford, Johnson embarked on a literary career in London,
where he encountered the vibrant intellectual scene of the time. He
established himself as a prolific writer, contributing to various literary
journals and magazines. In 1738, he published his first major poetic work,
"London," a satire on the social and political landscape of the metropolis.
The poem's incisive observations and biting wit earned Johnson critical
acclaim and established him as a formidable voice in English poetry.

Themes and Style

Johnson's poetry is characterized by its intellectual depth, moralizing tone,
and mastery of language. His verses often explore themes of morality,
human nature, and the vanity of human aspirations. He employs satire to
expose folly and vice, while also expressing a deep compassion for the
human condition.

Johnson's poetic style is marked by its clarity, precision, and elegance. He
uses language with great skill, crafting lines that are both sonorous and
thought-provoking. His use of iambic pentameter and rhyming couplets
adds to the formal and polished nature of his poetry.

Major Poetic Works

Among Johnson's most notable poetic works are:

1. London (1738): A satirical poem that critiques the social and political
problems of London.



2. The Vanity of Human Wishes (1749): A longer, more ambitious poem
that explores the futility of human ambitions and the inevitability of
suffering.

3. Rasselas (1759): A philosophical tale in verse that examines the
search for happiness and the nature of human existence.

Legacy and Impact

Samuel Johnson's poetry has had a lasting impact on English literature. His
insightful observations, moralizing tone, and mastery of language have
inspired generations of poets. Johnson's influence can be seen in the
works of Romantic poets such as William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, as well as in the Victorian poets Alfred, Lord Tennyson, and
Matthew Arnold.

Beyond his literary contributions, Johnson is remembered for his role as a
literary critic and lexicographer. His "A Dictionary of the English Language"
(1755) is a monumental work that codified the English language and set the
standard for future dictionaries.

Samuel Johnson's poetry stands as a testament to his brilliance as a writer
and his mastery of the English language. His insightful verses explore
timeless themes of human nature, morality, and the search for meaning.
Johnson's influence on English literature is undeniable, and his work
continues to resonate with readers to this day.
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Ten Thousand Spirals is a novel by Lawrence Durrell that tells the story
of a young man's coming of age on the island of Corfu. The novel is full...
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FREE

https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkhTSVN4ZDhoNVd6eHU2OExoREp1UUk0bjFMd0o0TU0zMUZjTWMrRmU1ZCtoWDZrcEp5V2hLVnF2dklXYXFwY0drS1FFQlFWOWpYYnM0ZDZta3VLNVptYU9xVnhLN08rdFExNjNxeHc0MUxXVjF2bmpwUjN1dXVhUW02aVM0b3lMem04QkU5c2ZOQjRcL0RwdjdObXg5SmluRGpBbEZsXC9VbTRKUEZ4TFlySHY4PSIsIml2IjoiY2IyMzRlNzIyZGY1OWNlZmRmYTVhZGY3MmZlNjE3ZTEiLCJzIjoiZmEyNzczMzAyMTA5OWY0ZSJ9
https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/book/Ten%20Thousand%20Spirals%20Leccion%20Inagural%20Del%20Curso%20Academico%201994%201995.pdf
https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/book/Ten%20Thousand%20Spirals%20Leccion%20Inagural%20Del%20Curso%20Academico%201994%201995.pdf
https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/book/Super%20Friends%20The%20Animated%20Series%201976%201981%20Holly%20Sheidenberger.pdf
https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/book/Super%20Friends%20The%20Animated%20Series%201976%201981%20Holly%20Sheidenberger.pdf
https://encyclopedia.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImdLUnJ4RThXTkdadjQzcGhISEo0TTRyZTBwa0tkdGFsMzFwMzdMWmVcL0RzMlRURDlHQjVrQ1wvQTZXdWU1NUc2YkxDYUJFT21xWXg0UmhcL3V1dXdDNEJ5dEV4eVJVeVJVeHhqZzgxTWRsTXlibUJOYjExZHNSVWp4VXg4cVBcLzdyXC84ZExlSHlJV00waFNJR21SNitnSEhjV2dsNzdwQTRMSTVjZUxwdnFrbFQ0PSIsIml2IjoiOTE3NGVmM2Q3YmM2Y2Q0YjJiZjc1ZDBkYWE0NjJiNWQiLCJzIjoiYzczMjNlZjU1NzQxN2UyMSJ9

