
The Last Commercial Ever: A Nostalgic Look
at George Ellis' Iconic Mastercard Ad
In the ever-evolving landscape of advertising, there are few commercials
that have left an indelible mark on the public consciousness like George
Ellis' iconic Mastercard ad. Airing for the first time in 1997, the
advertisement became an instant classic, capturing hearts and minds with
its poignant message and unforgettable imagery. This article delves into the
fascinating story behind "The Last Commercial Ever," exploring its
inception, execution, and the enduring legacy it has left in the world of
advertising.

The Genesis of an Idea

The genesis of "The Last Commercial Ever" can be traced back to a
brainstorming session at McCann-Erickson, the advertising agency tasked
with creating a new campaign for Mastercard. Amidst the flurry of ideas, a
single concept emerged that resonated with the team: the notion of a world
without advertising. This audacious premise became the cornerstone of the
campaign, setting the stage for a commercial that would challenge
conventional wisdom and redefine the boundaries of advertising.
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Crafting the Perfect Story

To bring their vision to life, the McCann-Erickson team enlisted the talents
of acclaimed filmmaker Spike Jonze, known for his imaginative and
evocative style. Together, they crafted a narrative that was both
heartwarming and thought-provoking. The commercial follows the journey
of George Ellis, a retiree who decides to sell all his possessions and
embark on a cross-country road trip in his beloved 1972 Oldsmobile
Cutlass. Along the way, he encounters a series of characters who represent
the different ways advertising has touched their lives. From a young couple
who met through an online dating site to a businessman who credits
advertising for his success, Ellis's encounters paint a vivid tapestry of the
myriad roles advertising plays in society.

The Power of Imagery
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Ellis's Everyman Appeal

One of the key factors that contributed to the success of "The Last
Commercial Ever" was the casting of George Ellis in the lead role. Ellis, a
veteran actor with a warm and approachable demeanor, brought a sense of
authenticity and relatability to the character. Audiences could easily identify
with Ellis's journey, his desire for a simpler life, and his bittersweet
realization that advertising has shaped his world in both positive and
negative ways.

The Music of Memory

The soundtrack to "The Last Commercial Ever" plays an integral role in its
emotional impact. The commercial features a haunting rendition of
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel Kamakawiwo'ole, a Hawaiian
singer-songwriter whose music is known for its ethereal beauty and
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evocative lyrics. The song perfectly captures the sense of longing and
nostalgia that permeates the advertisement, creating an emotional
resonance that lingers long after the commercial has ended.

The Commercial's Impact

Upon its release, "The Last Commercial Ever" became an instant
sensation. It won numerous awards, including a Grand Prix at the Cannes
Lions International Festival of Creativity, and was hailed by critics as a
groundbreaking work of advertising. The commercial also had a profound
impact on the public, sparking conversations about the role of advertising in
society and inspiring countless parodies and imitations. To this day, "The
Last Commercial Ever" remains one of the most beloved and iconic
commercials of all time.

George Ellis' Mastercard ad, "The Last Commercial Ever," is a testament to
the power of storytelling and the enduring impact that advertising can have.
Through its poignant message, evocative imagery, and unforgettable
soundtrack, the commercial captured the hearts and minds of audiences
around the world. It challenged conventional wisdom, sparked important
conversations, and left an enduring legacy in the annals of advertising
history. As we continue to navigate the ever-changing landscape of
marketing and communication, "The Last Commercial Ever" serves as a
reminder of the transformative power of storytelling and the enduring
human desire for connection.
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Ten Thousand Spirals is a novel by Lawrence Durrell that tells the story
of a young man's coming of age on the island of Corfu. The novel is full...
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