
Exquisite Agony: Nilo Cruz's Masterpiece
Explores Identity, Love, and Sacrifice
Nilo Cruz's 'Exquisite Agony' is a haunting and evocative play that explores
the themes of identity, love, and sacrifice. Set in 19th-century Cuba, the
play follows the story of two sisters, Flora and Aurora, as they navigate the
complexities of their relationships with each other, their family, and their
society. Through its lyrical language and evocative imagery, 'Exquisite
Agony' paints a vivid portrait of the struggles and triumphs of the human
spirit.
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Plot Summary

The play opens with Flora, a young woman who has been living in exile in
the United States, returning to Cuba after the death of her mother. She is
reunited with her sister, Aurora, who has remained in Cuba and has
become a successful plantation owner. The two sisters are initially
estranged, but they gradually begin to reconnect as they share their
experiences and memories. However, their newfound bond is threatened
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by the arrival of their cousin, Ernesto, who is a member of the Cuban
independence movement. Ernesto's arrival forces the sisters to confront
their own beliefs and values, and to make difficult choices about their
future.

Themes

'Exquisite Agony' explores a number of complex and challenging themes,
including:

Identity: The play explores the complex and fluid nature of identity.
Flora and Aurora are both searching for their own identities, and they
struggle to reconcile their own desires with the expectations of their
family and society.

Love: The play explores the different types of love, including romantic
love, familial love, and love of country. Flora and Aurora's love for each
other is tested by the arrival of Ernesto, and they must decide what is
more important: their love for each other or their love for their country.

Sacrifice: The play explores the sacrifices that people make for love,
family, and country. Flora and Aurora are both forced to make difficult
choices, and they must weigh the costs and benefits of their decisions.

Characters

'Exquisite Agony' features a cast of complex and well-developed
characters. The two main characters, Flora and Aurora, are both strong and
independent women who are struggling to find their place in the world.
Flora is a passionate and idealistic young woman who is determined to
make a difference in the world. Aurora is a more practical and pragmatic
woman who is content with her life in Cuba. The arrival of Ernesto forces



the sisters to confront their own beliefs and values, and to make difficult
choices about their future.

In addition to Flora, Aurora, and Ernesto, the play also features a number of
other well-developed characters, including:

Doña Juana: Flora and Aurora's grandmother, who is a strong and
independent woman who has witnessed many changes in her lifetime.

Don Fernando: Flora and Aurora's father, who is a wealthy plantation
owner who is opposed to the Cuban independence movement.

María: Flora and Aurora's cousin, who is a devout Catholic who is torn
between her faith and her desire for independence.

Setting

'Exquisite Agony' is set in 19th-century Cuba, a time of great social and
political upheaval. The play's setting is vividly depicted, and the reader is
transported to the lush landscapes and vibrant culture of Cuba. The play's
setting is an integral part of the story, and it helps to shape the characters
and their decisions.

Style

Nilo Cruz's writing is lyrical and evocative, and he uses a variety of literary
devices to create a rich and layered text. The play's language is both
beautiful and precise, and it perfectly captures the emotions and
experiences of the characters. Cruz also uses symbolism and
foreshadowing to create a sense of suspense and mystery.



'Exquisite Agony' is a masterpiece of Cuban theater. The play is a moving
and thought-provoking exploration of the human spirit, and it is sure to stay
with the reader long after the final curtain falls.
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Ten Thousand Spirals: Leccion Inagural Del
Curso Academico 1994-1995
Ten Thousand Spirals is a novel by Lawrence Durrell that tells the story
of a young man's coming of age on the island of Corfu. The novel is full...
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Super Friends: The Animated Series (1976-
1981) - Holly Sheidenberger
Super Friends is an iconic animated series that aired from 1976 to 1981
on ABC. The show featured a team of superheroes from the DC...
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