Closing the Hispanic Achievement Gap
Through English Immersion

The Hispanic achievement gap is a persistent problem in the United States,
with Hispanic students lagging behind their white peers in academic
achievement. This gap is evident in reading, math, and science, and it has
been shown to have a negative impact on college attendance, graduation
rates, and career opportunities.

English immersion is one strategy that has been shown to be effective in
closing the Hispanic achievement gap. English immersion programs place
English language learners (ELLs) in classrooms where they are taught all
subjects in English. This allows ELLs to develop their English skills while
also learning the academic content that is essential for success in school.

There is a growing body of research that supports the effectiveness of
English immersion programs. A study by the National Center for Education
Statistics found that ELLs in English immersion programs made significant
gains in English proficiency and academic achievement, and they were
more likely to graduate from high school than ELLs in bilingual education

programs.
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Another study, by the University of California, Berkeley, found that English
immersion programs were more effective than bilingual education programs
in helping ELLs to develop English proficiency and academic achievement.
The study also found that English immersion programs were less
expensive than bilingual education programs.

There are a number of benefits to English immersion programs, including:

= Increased English proficiency: English immersion programs provide
ELLs with the opportunity to develop their English skills in a natural
and immersive environment. This allows them to learn English quickly
and efficiently.

= Improved academic achievement: English immersion programs help
ELLs to improve their academic achievement in all subjects, including
reading, math, and science. This is because they are able to learn the
academic content in English, which is the language of instruction in
most schools.

= Increased graduation rates: English immersion programs have been
shown to increase graduation rates for ELLs. This is because they help
ELLs to develop the English skills and academic knowledge that they
need to succeed in college and in the workforce.

= Increased career opportunities: English immersion programs help
ELLs to develop the English skills and academic knowledge that they
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need to succeed in college and in the workforce. This gives them
access to a wider range of career opportunities.

There are also some challenges associated with English immersion
programs, including:

The need for qualified teachers: English immersion programs
require qualified teachers who are proficient in English and who have
experience teaching ELLs. These teachers can be difficult to find,
especially in high-poverty schools.

The need for parental support: English immersion programs require
parental support in order to be successful. Parents need to be involved
in their children's education and they need to support their children's
efforts to learn English.

The need for resources: English immersion programs require
resources, such as textbooks, materials, and technology. These
resources can be expensive, especially for high-poverty schools.

There are a number of best practices for English immersion programs,

including:

Early immersion: English immersion programs should begin as early
as possible, ideally in kindergarten or first grade. This gives ELLs the
opportunity to develop their English skills early on, which can help
them to succeed in school.

Full immersion: English immersion programs should be full
immersion, meaning that all subjects are taught in English. This



provides ELLs with the opportunity to develop their English skills in a
natural and immersive environment.

= Qualified teachers: English immersion programs should be taught by
qualified teachers who are proficient in English and who have
experience teaching ELLs. These teachers can help ELLs to develop
their English skills and to learn the academic content that is essential
for success in school.

= Parental support: English immersion programs require parental
support in order to be successful. Parents need to be involved in their
children's education and they need to support their children's efforts to
learn English.

= Resources: English immersion programs require resources, such as
textbooks, materials, and technology. These resources can help ELLs
to learn English and to succeed in school.

English immersion is an effective strategy for closing the Hispanic
achievement gap. When implemented properly, English immersion
programs can help ELLs to develop their English skills, improve their
academic achievement, and increase their graduation rates.

However, English immersion programs are not without their challenges.
Schools need to have the resources and the support to implement English
immersion programs effectively. Parents also need to be involved in their
children's education and they need to support their children's efforts to
learn English.

With the right resources and support, English immersion programs can help
to close the Hispanic achievement gap and provide ELLs with the



opportunity to succeed in school and in life.
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